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THE FRESHMAN 
REQUIREMENT: WORLD 
GEOGRAPHY OR AVID I

World Geography:

This rigorous course covers physical and 
cultural geography of the world.  Students will 
be prepared to develop the skills for reading 
and organizing information about people, 
places, and environments.  This course will 
engage students to learn about how human 
actions modify the physical environment, as 
well as how culture and experience influence 
people’s perceptions of places and regions.  
In addition,  students will acquire the skills to 
foster inquiry in geography, to critically 
analyze and interpret information, and 
recognize and apply the five basic themes of 
geography. 

AVID I:

AVID is an elective for the college-bound 
student that focuses on developing the skills 
students will need to be successful at both 
high school and collegiate levels.  AVID I will 
introduce the student to such study skills as 
Cornell note-taking, binder organization,  time 
management, and test taking  strategies. AVID 
students learn academic strategies and 
receive tutorial support to enhance success in 
college preparatory course work.    Students 
are encouraged to take honors and advanced 
placement courses and are given information 
about college admissions processes. 

Design Your
Future

SEE THE COURSE 
CATALOG AT 

RANCHOCOTATE.ORG 
FOR FULL COURSE 

DESCRIPTIONS



University Prep Pathway	

A Blend of Humanities and Sciences

Physics, Bio logy,  Chemistry, Earth 
Science, Algebra, Geometry, Calculus, 
Statistics, World History, U.S. History, 

Government, Economics, Psychology - 
these are just a few of the courses you 
can choose from as you explore the 
University Prep Pathway.  Honors courses 
and Advance Placement courses abound. 

You can challenge yourself to demanding 
levels of study and will come away from 
your high school experience more than 
ready for the rigors of higher education.

Make sure you review the Course Catalog 

at RanchoCotate.org for the full course 
offerings.

Senior Project

After three years of study within the 
College Prep Pathway, you will be ready to 
explore a Senior Project during your final 

year in order to deepen your experience 
and to share what you have learned with 
the community.

You work closely with a teacher within the 
discipline as you develop a suitable topic 

for study and a challenging project related 
to the topic.  An exhibition of what was 
learned from the experience is presented 
in the spring of your senior year.  Students 
successful ly complet ing the Senior 

Project,  including the final exhibition, will 
be recognized at graduation.

To support the Senior Project, you are 
enrolled in a teacher facilitated class for 
both semesters of your senior year.

The University Prep Pathway offers 
many avenues of study to explore and 

challenges  you to develop your mind 
in preparation for higher education.  
Whether you focus in Math & 

Sciences, love the Humanities, or 
would like to take advantage of 

Rancho’s  outstanding AVID program, 
you can get everything you need 
within the over 40 unique academic 

course offerings in this pathway. 
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AVID

AVID stands for Advancement Via 
Individual Determination and is a program 
with a 30 year history of helping students 

achieve the dream of a college education.  
With over 425,000 students across the 
nat ion e i ther current ly enro l led or 
graduated from an AVID program, this 
research driven approach to building the 

academic and personal skills needed to 
flourish in a higher education settings has 
a proven track record.

With the mentorship of a close group of 
AV ID t eache rs ,  you w i l l ga in t he 

confidence and competence you need to 
make your college dreams a reality.


